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Welcome
To the Heartwood Preserve.
You will be greeted and guided by our gentle breeze.
Serenity and solitude will meet you here 
Amongst the palmettos and trees. 
Our trails are open. 
So be our guest, take a stroll.
You may even see
Our resident gopher tortoise hole. 
There is much more to experience
In our beautiful land. 
We sincerely hope you enjoy it. 
We think it's pretty GRAND! Jean Hermanby:

A Heartwood Family Member



Change  is in the air. Can
you smell it? It is the scent
of expansion and growth!
Not only have we opened
up three new sections for
burials, but we now have
Sherman the Golf Cart to
get you there and a barn
being built to house him. 

Around the
Grounds

We are working on an
updated, beautiful map that
will show all of the new
areas. We will share it with
you as soon as it is
complete. Come visit us this
autumn and check out all of
our progress! 



▸ Rose-rush, Lygodesmia aphylla, situated
between Huckleberry and Wiregrass, this
section is named after the striking perennial
wildflower that occurs naturally in sandy
flatwoods, scrub, sandhills and pine barrens
throughout most of Florida. Like other asters, it
attracts a variety of pollinators. The short-lived
bloom opens before sunrise and is most
beautiful from just before dawn till about mid-
morning when it fully opens. By night fall, it will
have wilted.

▸ Huckleberry, Gaylussacia dumosa, this new
section in the southernmost area of the
cemetery is named after the small shrub that
occurs in sandhills, flatwoods, wetland
transition zones, seeps and scrubs.
Huckleberry provides food for birds and small
mammals who eat the fruit. It also attracts
native bees. If you get out in the woods early
enough in late May on the days the berries
ripen to black, you might get a handful before
the wildlife gets to them.

▸ Pawpaw, Asimina reticulata, is nestled along
the northern fence line bordering Starkey
Wilderness Park. This section is named after a
small shrub native to flatwoods, pastures, and
scrub throughout Florida. It is a larval host for
zebra swallowtail (Eurytides marcellus) and
pawpaw sphinx (Dolba hyloeus). Small mammals
and birds harvest the fruit. Some humans say it’s
edible too! Its nickname, dog-banana, refers to
the shape of its fruit. 

Around the
Grounds
Three New sections Opened

https://flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-lygodesmia-aphylla/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=GADU
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=GADU
https://flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-asimina-reticulata/


Meet 

Originally from the Dinka tribe of
South Sudan, our groundskeeper
Barnabas Machut arrived in the
United States from Kenya in 2001.
Because he comes from a cattle-
keeping tribe in South Sudan, he
found a calm connection being near
the cattle at the Starkey Ranch,
where he began to work in 2005. He
now splits his time working at
Heartwood Preserve and the
Starkey Market. Barnabas is a
hardworking gentle spirit. He does
everything from groundskeeping

and equipment maintenance to
removing invasive plants and
assisting on prescribed burns
and burials. He has been an
integral part of our family since
Day 1 and we are so thankful to
have his dedicated energy at
Heartwood. If you see Barney the
next time you come visit for a
Walk in the Woods, make sure
you give him a hello. 

Barnabas



Significance
of a snag
When walking the Preserve, you may
notice many dead trees we have left
standing on the grounds. This may lead
you to think "That can't be healthy," when
in fact, standing dead trees known as
snags are an integral part of the health
and biodiversity of our ecosystem. The
removal of dead material like snags and
logs can mean a loss of habitat for up to
1/5th of the animals in our ecosystem.
Wildlife species use nearly every part of a
dead tree in every stage of its decay.

Place to Live -  Provides denning sites for
many creatures. Animals like birds, bats,
squirrels and raccoons make nests in
hollow cavities and crevices.
Food Source - By attracting insects,
mosses, lichen and fungi, deadwood
becomes a gourmet restaurant for larger
wildlife looking for a snack. 
Lookout Point  - Hundreds of bird species
use snags to view their surroundings -
using higher branches  to watch for
predators, prey, rivals or mates.
A Hiding Place - The nooks and crannies of
deadwood are put to good use by
squirrels and other wildlife looking to store
food. 
Soil Refresher - Mosses, lichens and fungi
all grow on snags and aid in the return of
vital nutrients to the soil through the
nitrogen cycle. Decaying logs on the forest
floor also act as "nurse logs" for new
seedlings. 

Snags are a visual representation of our
mission here at Heartwood, where we want
to honor all of life's passages. This is a
place to bury our deceased in harmony
with nature and allow nature to thrive in
return. In keeping our snags standing, we
are honoring the cycle of life, embracing
death and encouraging life to flourish
postmortem. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/psw/publications/laudenslayer/psw_1998_laudenslayer.pdf
https://kids.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/frym.2019.00041
https://www.americanforests.org/blog/nurse-logs-healers-forest/
https://www.americanforests.org/blog/nurse-logs-healers-forest/
https://www.americanforests.org/blog/nurse-logs-healers-forest/


Autumn in Bloom

Pictured: Blazing Star (Liatris spicata) also known as Dense Gayfeather, is a
perennial wildflower that most will recognize as the name of one of our burial
sections. When you visit this fall, you will be able to find Blazing Star blooming in
its namesake and in the newly opened Pawpaw section alongside the fence of
Starkey Wilderness Park. Its towering purple flowers, which are named after its
feather-like flower spike, are hard to miss amongst the lush green palmettos.

As we transition from
summer to winter,
you will be able to

spot an assortment of
fall-blooming
wildflowers at

Heartwood Preserve,
including but not

limited to: 
‣ Shortleaf Rosegentian 

(Sabatia brevifolia)
‣ Pineland Rayless Goldenrod 

(Bigelowia nudata)

‣ Roundleaf Thoroughwort
(Eupatorium rotundifolium)

‣Pine-hyacinth
 (Clematis baldwinii)

Click Here to Learn More About FL Wildflowers

https://flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-liatris-spicata/
https://flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-sabatia-brevifolia/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=BINU
http://hawthornhillwildflowers.blogspot.com/2012/11/roundleaf-thoroughwort-eupatorium.html
https://flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-clematis-baldwinii/
https://flawildflowers.org/


      Pat was born in Wisconsin and moved to
Florida in '83 with her husband Paul and their
10 kids. 
     Pat's urn making started in 2018 when
Paul passed away. She learned pine needle
basket weaving 30 years ago and took that
skill with her while on the road with Paul,
traveling to various festivals for his flute
concerts. They were a handcrafted couple,
Paul whittling his own flutes to play while Pat
would forage for her 'Wild Baskets' to sell. 
      At his death, Pat found herself sitting at
Heartwood, wanting something more
worthwhile to hold Paul's cremains. Looking
around, she noticed all the fallen pine
needles from our longleaf pines and was
inspired from her past and travels with Paul. 
     Their life together came full circle; with
Paul buried next door to Starkey Wilderness
Park where the Zimmer family had many
camping trips since its inception and his
cremains occupying  a  reincarnation of Pat's
Wild Baskets, with their love and life together
woven through the needles.  
    Moving forward, Pat continues creating
urns for purchase using pine needles from
Heartwood and volunteers a lot of her time
here. Keep an eye out for a future Pine
Needle Craft Class  and if you're interested in
purchasing an urn, let us know and we can
put you in contact with Pat. 

Heart of 
Heartwood

The second edition of our Heart of
Heartwood column features

Heartwood Family Member and
pine needle urn creator, 

Patricia Zimmer.



The Forever Flower Bed

This is an optional, additional service, adding a unique
arrangement of fresh cut flowers and greenery around
and within the grave. Please see us for details and price.

We are now offering a new service for the day of burial:



heartwood
preserve
turns

Upcoming events

Heartwood's 4th
Birthday Party

Day of Remembrance
Death CaféOctober 15, 2020

November 7, 2020
November 7, 2020

What is a Death Doula?November 14, 2020

November 7, 2020
Heartwood Preserve's 4th Birthday

Day of Remembrance for Heartwood Families
and our

Bird Walk Talk & TourDecember 5, 2020



4100 Starkey Blvd, Trinity, FL 34655
(727) 376-5111

Welcome Center

Nature Preserve & Cemetery
Monday - Friday 9:30AM - 4:30PM

Monday - Saturday 9:30AM - 4:30PM
Sunday 11AM - 4:30PM

https://www.instagram.com/heartwood.preserve/
https://www.facebook.com/heartwoodpreserve
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnp7CmUe3WAJ9YoyhYpp0wQ

